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.k~eph L ~mpbeti The Honorable Patricia Beneke The Honorable Mary Nichols
.~’n~.ss~sen~ Assistant Secretary - Water and Science S~’mtary of I~,esom-ce, s
James Pretti U.S. Department of Interior California Resources Agency

aizabeth R. A~e~o lg49 C Street, NW 1416 Ninth Stre~t,-Suite 1311
ae~e ~un Wash~ugton, DC 20240 Sacrame~o, CA 95814
No~e O. ~cenV.o.D.C.
W~mr J. ~sbop
G~er~ ~�~aget Re: Contr~ Costa Water I)~strlct’s Interests in the CALF~D Bay-Delta Progra~m

Dear Assistant Secretary Beneke and ,qecretazy Nichols:

The Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) serve~ over 400,000 people as well as10
major industries, 36 smaller industrie~ and. b~inesses, and 50 ag:~-u~.tural ~
throughout north-central an~t east Contra Costa County. CCWD has been one of the
most active and supportive participants i~ the CALFED Bay-Delm Program ~ its
inception in 1994, providing written and verbal commen~s to CALFED r~fIecttug
CCWD’s strong interests in protecting the Bay-Delta and all its b~neficiaI uses.
Those interests include protection and enhanceme~ut of the Bay-Delta ecosysten~ and
protection and improvement of water quality in the Ddta to al!ow for municipaI and

CaWeD is an active member of the CALFED Water Managmnent Development Te~m.
(WMI)T) and is particularly cone, creed with CALFED’s ’~aildm to incorporate.
adextuate water quality actions as part of the WlVIDT. Water quality must be an equal
part of the "three-legged stool". CALFED actions in Stage 1 (the first 7-10 years)
and b~yond, and th~ cholces.~garding operation and co--on of facilities and
actions, must be designed to benefit not oaly the ecosystem, fisheries and water
supply but also to result in continuous improvement in water quality. Ind¢~l, many
proposed actions will result in water quality degradatio~

A detailed list of watex quality actions ttmt CC~D requests be incorpomtexl into
CALFED’s water management programs is described in Attachment A. Thcs,
include in~x.=asing Delta outflow in the fall when salinity conc¢ntrafions in
Central and South Delta are typically highest and whe~a actions to .make-up water
supply for export water users are most likely to degrade Delta. water quality.
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Water exchanges that blend high quality Sie~-fa supplies v~th Delta water and selective Delta
pumping schedules can also be used to hnprove the quality of drinldng water for usem of Delta
water as part of a comprehensive water quality package. Howevor, these actions alone may not
meet CALFED’s water quality goals unless new storage is included as part of the CALFED
preferred alternative.

CCWD has d~veIopcd a list of’items that must be addressed by the CALFI~3 Bay-Ddta Program
by the time of the Record of Decision (Attachment B). CALFED mu~t address these items if it is
to succ~eA in meeting its goals and objectives.

In I988, the voter-constituents of CCWD ~pprovcd a bond measure to finance ~v $4~0 million
Los Vaqueros Project_ The Project ~ completed on time and o~ budget and ~ now in
opemfiom The Los VaclU~OS Project improves the water qtmlity for CCWD’s customers and
also gives the rc~ion a much no,led emc~cncy suppiy o£ watt. CALFED is mn~mntly
considering the Los Vaqueros RescTvoh" site as a potential element of th~ pmfcrr~ .alternative.
CCWD recognizes that ff this watershed is used to support a larger reservoir, the new facility
could o~f’er con-~ideraBIe water quality and ~osyst~m benefit~ on a system-wide basis, However,
CCWD will not consider or support a proposal involving the Los V~Iueros or Kellogg reservoir
sites without assurances that protect CCWD’s investment. Thes~ assurances am Iisted in
Attachment (2.

CCWD will continue to co~ctively participate in the development of a succ.es.vful CALFED
Bay-Delta Program. A d~tailed list of CCWD intervsts in the Bay-Delta and associated fiver
systems that will guid~ CCWD’s participation is given in Attachment D.

CCWD hopes the concern~ and i~suvs describ~ within rids letter will recciv~ proper attvntion. If
you have any. questions regarding this letter, pleese contact me at (925) 588-8034.

Sincerely,

Walter J. ~’~hop

Oememl Manager

Attachments: (A) List of Wa~r Quality Actions for Stage 1
(B) CCWD’s Mlmt-Have List for the l~.xrrd of De~ision
(C) -Protection of CCWD’s Interests Regarding the Los Vaqugr6s Project
(D) CCWD Interests in the Bay-D¢Ita.~and Associated River Systems

cc: Steve Ritehie, CALFED Bay-Delta Program
Water Management Developm.e.nt Team

W,IB/RAD/DAB
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bee: Tom Linville
Crmg Gartrell
Rietmrd Denton
David Briggs
KT Shum
A1 Donner
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